
 1 

 
POLS 461 PEACE AND CONFLICT 

Fall 2008 
 

(INCOMPLETE DRAFT)  
 
Course Description 
 
The course, which will be co-taught by seven members of relevant departments, will 
examine peace and conflict from a multidisciplinary perspective including, philosophical, 
literature, cultural, educational, legal/human rights, and political, with an emphasis on 
exploring effective ways to sustainable peace.  
 
Course Requirements 
 
Required Readings: Selected book chapters and articles 
 
Grading: 
 
Class Attendance and Participation  20 % 
 
Class attendance is required and students who are more that three times absent will 
automatically fail the course. Preparation prior to class is mandatory. If unprepared you 
must notify the instructor in writing prior to class. This is an interactive class and your 
input is indispensable! 
 
Written assignments on seven perspectives 70 % (10 % each) 
 
At the end of each topic, students are going to submit a 3-5 page paper based on your 
readings, and discussion. Your instructor will provide details guidelines. Each assignment 
is due on the Tuesday following the class in which each topic is covered.  
 
Your reading materials will be available at Gunel Fotocopy, R Hisarustu sk. No. 8, 
Tel. 265-3146  
 
Final evaluation assignment   10 % 
 
At the end of the semester, each student is going to hand in an essay discussing how the 
course has transformed him/her. 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
The Department of Political Science and International Relations has the following rules 
and regulations regarding academic honesty. 
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Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams 
either in written or oral form constitutes cheating. 
 
Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or 
paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original 
author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all 
constitute plagiarism. For further guidelines, you can consult  
 http://web.gc.cuny.edu/provost/pdf/AvoidingPlagiarism.pdf 
 
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in: 
 
an automatic “F” in the assignment or the exam 
an oral explanation before a Departmental Ethics Committee 
losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty 
losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs 
losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the 
department 
 
The students may further be sent to the University Student Ethics Committee or be 
subject to disciplinary action. 
 
Course Outline and Readings 
 
Sep. 26 
Introduction: Overview of Peace and Human Dignity        Irene Banias 
 
Oscar Schachter, “Human Dignity as a Normative Concept”, The American Journal of 
International Law, Vol. 77, 848, 1983 
 
Oct. 10-17        
The Philosophical Perspective    Karanfil Soyhun 
 
The concepts of war, terrorism and peace are intimately linked together. Certain 
conditions during times called 'peaceful', may inevitably lead to war, and one of the first 
to systematically talk about such conditions, hence the concepts of 'just war', 'perpetual 
peace' was Kant. We will shortly look into these latter two concepts, then apply the 
discussion to the issue of just terrorism. We will also look at the question of human 
nature in connection with the issue of war and peace.  
 
Readings 
Tomis Kapitan Can Terrorism be Justified 
Steven Pinker The Moral Instinct 2008 NY Times 
 
Oct. 24 
Educational Dimension                 Gamze Gazioğlu 
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Conflict and peace education provide the means by which educators, starting from early 
childhood to adulthood, can use their professional skills to educate people against the 
dangers of war and violence. The main ideas of peace education are international 
education, human rights education, development education, environmental education and 
conflict resolution education. The strength of nonviolence and building peace 
automatically give power and solidarity. This is also an answer to emotional violence 
and terrorism. At this point, people can resist and demand peace. To develop all 
these, there must be intensive analyses of different cultures and their dynamics. 
Philosophers, anthropologists, historians, psychologists, educators, and political scientists 
who have strict multidisciplinary perspectives, analyze and understand the dynamics 
needed to change war culture to peace culture.  
 
Contents 
 
Education, Social Cohesion and Conflict 
Instability, Violence and Insecurity 
Education, Citizenship and Human Rights Education 
Violent, Conflict and Military Spending 
The Effects of Violence on Education 
Forms of Violence in the Context of Education 
Education in Emergencies and Post Conflict Reconstruction 
 
Access to Education 
 
Resources 
Activities/ Curricula 
Education for Peace, Tolerance, Respect and Reconstruction 
Developing the Concept of Peace and War: Aspect of Gender and Culture 
Educating for the 21st Century: Beyond Racist, Sexist, and Ecological Violent Futures 
 
Required Readings 
 
Robertson, S. (2007) “Globalization, Education and Development: Ideas Actors and 
Dynamics”, Department for International Development: Educational Paper, 68:153-172. 
Harris, I. (1996) “Peace Education in a Postmodern World”, Peabody Journal of 
Education, 71/3: 1-63. 
 
Assignment 
 
Each student is expected to write a paper and develop a presentation which addresses a 
major conflict facing education in the societies today. The paper and presentation should 
present in a clear and concise manner an analysis of the history, development, and 
sources of the conflict. Use current information from Education Week and other sources 
to support the analysis. The topic should not be directly related to any proposed 
dissertation topic.  
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In evaluating the papers the following criteria will be used: (1) Skill in defining issues 
and clarifying concepts; (2) Competence in stating your position as evidenced by 
persuasive argument and supporting references and sources; and (3) Clarity in writing 
demonstrated by ca coherent and logically structured paper that is direct and to the point 
 
October 31 & Nov 14+ 
The Politics of Representation: Looking at favela communities in Rio de Janeiro 
through two films       Aylin Vartanyan 
 
This part of the course will start with a discussion of Foucault’s theory of “Panopticism” 
from his well-known book Discipline and Punish.  
Some of the questions that will be addressed are as follows:  
How is power dispersed through individual and structural agents in society? Why? 
How do the dynamics between power and resistance work? 
How might we affect change in a society that determines who we are? 
 
The discussion will be followed by analyzing two different representations of high 
violence and agents of power in favelas (shanty towns) of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil through 
two screenings of the following films: Tropa de Elite by José Padilha and Favela Rising 
by Jeff Zimbalist and Matt Mochary.   
 
The students are expected to write a 3-5 page paper analyzing the politics of 
representation in the two films and comparing and contrasting the two points of views 
offered in the films about the mechanics of surveillance and the (im)possibility of social 
change in the favela communities. 
  
+(this topic will be covered on the above two  dates) 
 
November 7 
The Cultural Approach                Arzu Ozturkmen 
 
Alessandro Portelli. 1991. The Death of Luigi Trastulli and Other Stories: Form 
and Meaning in Oral History.  Albany: SUNY Press, pp.1-26; 45-58; 291-296; 
reprinted in The Oral History Reader, Robert Perks and Alistair Thomson eds. 
London: Routledge. 
 
Paul Thompson. 1988. "The Interview" in The Voice of the Past: Oral History,  
pp.197-216. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
 
Nov. 14 
The politics of representation: Looking at favela communities in Rio de Janeiro 
through two films (See Oct. 31 above)    Aylin Vartanyan 
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Nov. 21-28 
The International Relations Perspective                           Gun Kut  
 
 
Dec. 5-18                 
Socio-Political View  
                                                  Dilek Cinar 
(NOTE: Prof. Cinar is only available to teach her two classes on Thursdays, 
December 5 and 18 at 5:00-8:00 PM). 
 
This section will address the question how different ideologies (anti-semitism, 
nationalism, racism etc.) help to construct real or imagined differences as “otherness” that 
may entail different forms of exclusion and violence. In particular, we will study the 
concept of “pathological homogenization” of nation-states as a major source of ethnic 
conflict and violence. We will also critically reflect on the assumption that conflict and 
violence are inevitable in encounters of cultures that are considered incompatible. 
Finally, we will focus on the concept of “intercultural dialogue” that aims at peaceful 
government of cultural and religious diversity. 
 
Readings:  
One in electronic form will be sent to you via email. You may pick up the other two 
readings at Gunel Copy. 
 
Rae, Heather (2002) State Identities and the Homogenisation of Peoples, Cambridge 
University Press (Ch. 1: State Formation and Pathological Homogenisation), pp. 14-55 
 
Balibar, Etienne (2004) Homo nationalis: An Anthropological Sketch of the 
Nation.Form, in: Balibar, E. (2004) We, The People of Europe? Reflections on 
Transnational Citizenship. Princeton University Press, pp.11-30 
Wimmer, Andreas and Conrad Schetter (2003) Ethnic Violence, in: Heitmeyer, W. and J. 
Hagan (2003) International Handbook of Violence Research, Kluwer Publishers, pp. 246-
260.  
 
Dec. 19  
A Legal-Human Rights Approach to Peace                             Irene Banias 
                                  
In this section we will focus on the connection between justice and peace. What is the 
role of the legal professions and the overall judicial system as a conduit to peace? Can 
peace be sustained in the presence of injustice, which includes social, cultural and 
economic injustices? What is an accessible system of justice and how does it promote 
peace?  According to international and regional human rights standards judicial systems 
must act as the guardians of fundamental rights, protecting members of society from 
official abuses of power and impermissible intrusions by officials into their lives. What 
conditions must be in place to enable judiciaries to fulfill their function as guardians and 
protectors of human dignity?  We will examine various texts, analyze cases and discuss 
what is the status of the legal/judicial system in Turkey in the context of justice and 
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peace, with the main goal of enriching our understanding of the indispensable ingredients 
to sustainable peace. 
 
Required readings (subject to change) 
 
Kirsti Samuels, “Sustainability and Peace Building: a key challenge”, Development in 
Practice, Vol. 15, Number 6, 2005 
John Young, “Sudan: A Flawed Peace Process Leading to a Flawed Peace”, Review of 
African Political Economy, No. 103:99-113, 2005 
Todd Howland, “Peacekeeping and Conformity with Human Rights Law: How 
MINUSTAH Falls Short in Haiti”, International Peacekeeping, Vol. 13, No. 4, 2006 
 
Dec. 26 
DISCUSSION & ASSESSMENT 
 


